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Not J us t Clicks : The Human Side of Data and Language Learning



Identifying data to 
drive instruction for 
our MLs

Connecting 
language 
through content

Engaging students 
through classroom 
discourse

OBJECTIVES:



● Putnam City Schools Data Study

● How are you currently progress 
monitoring your Multilingual Learners?

● How do we know that what we are doing 
is resonating and working? What do you 
do with the data once you have it?

● What does success look like for your 
students?  

Data… 



Language Through Content - The ELD DANCE

● Expanding Multilingual Learners’ access to grade-level classroom 
content through targeted content knowledge support

● Providing scaffolds aligned to students’ language proficiency and 
academic needs

● Using progress monitoring and formative data to inform instruction 
and measure growth

● Embedding direct skill development within instructional supports and 
learning tasks



WIDA Proficiency Level Descriptors 
Grades 6-8



WIDA Proficiency Level Descriptors 



Reclassifying 
Criteria End of Level 4

DISCOURSE 
Organization of 
Language

text that conveys intended purpose using genre-specific 
organizational patterns (statement of position, arguments, call to 
action) with a variety of paragraph openers 

DISCOURSE 
Cohesion of 
Language

a flexible number of cohesive devices (ellipsis, substitution/ 
omission) 

DISCOURSE Density 
of Language

a wide variety of types of elaboration (adding in embedded clauses 
after the noun: those storm clouds that we saw yesterday) 

SENTENCE 
Grammatical 
Complexity

compound sentences with frequently used ways of combining 
clauses (They fight the forces of evil, yet they can’t overcome them.)

WORD, PHRASE 
Precision of 
Language

a flexible repertoire of words and phrases such as adverbials of time, 
manner, and place; verb types; and abstract nouns with consistent 
precision (fill the beaker to the top line) 



Language Through Content



Activity - Listening to a Student 
What do you see in this picture? What do you think is going on? 

It is a egg then it turns in a 
carepeler next it tours in a shall 
and finally in a botilfly
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